
Stanborough Primary School 

Religious Education Policy 

  

At Stanborough Primary we believe that Religious Education enables pupils to acquire a rich, deep knowledge 

and understanding of Christian belief and practice, this should include the ways in which it is unique and 

diverse. Religious Education at Stanborough Primary School also allows our pupils to learn more about other 

religious traditions (and worldviews) whilst showing a deep respect for the religious freedom of each person. 

INTENT  

At Stanborough Primary we aim to provide an environment and curriculum that encourages spiritual, 

moral and religious growth. Through a clear expression of Christian values we seek to nurture and 

promote opportunities for pupils to reflect on their personal, religious and moral development and to 

foster a spiritual awareness in an increasingly complex multi-faceted world. The aim of religious 

education at Stanborough is to help children towards a sound understanding of Christianity as a way 

of life and to also learn about the beliefs and practices of other religions and what these mean to the 

people who practice them.  

AIMS  

To begin to develop a spiritual awareness; to look at the inner self and develop a sense that there is 

something deeper to life than the every day.  

● To develop a sense of awe, wonder, thankfulness and respect for the created world.  

● To foster a reflective, thoughtful approach to life in the religious practices of mankind  

● To help prepare pupils for the experiences of future life by enabling them to mature in relation to 

their own and other’s beliefs, values and behaviours 

● To enable pupils to embrace diversity and to interact with people from other faiths, communities 

and backgrounds 

To promote a balanced and healthy lifestyle for the overall development of each learner 

Objectives  

● To develop children’s use of skills that may help them to respond to religious ideas.  

● To develop an understanding, through scripture, of how lives were directed by spiritual experiences 

in the past, and how God can have an influence on our lives today.  

● To develop an awareness that God loves us and that we respond to His love by committing ourselves 

to Him and dedicating ourselves to the service of others.  

● To encourage children to think for themselves and to ra$onalise their beliefs as they grow and 

mature.  

IMPLEMENTATION 

Religious Education focuses on enabling pupils to understand people’s religious beliefs and practices. 

We believe that a range of practical approaches is required in order for them to engage with the 



teachings of the Bible and SDA church as well as developing their understanding of the beliefs of other 

major religions. Teaching is undertaken in a variety of ways; 

● Through ac$ve worship sessions, led by teachers, church pastors, visi$ng speakers and class 

presentations in our assembly hall or in classrooms. 

● Through class-based activities, which may sometimes, but not always, be recorded in RE books or 

worksheets. 

● Through music, drama, storytelling and art. 

● Through visits to museums and places of worship. 

● Through the integra$on of spiritual beliefs and values, incorporating British values within cross-

curricular themes and topics. 

● Through explora$on of several religions that are different from Chris$anity - Islam, Buddhism, 

Judaism, Hinduism, 

FOUNDATION STAGE  

Children share simple stories from the Bible that relate to early understanding, together with songs 

and rhymes that assist in underlying values within these stories. Stories are often chosen to fit the 

ongoing classroom activities or pupil inspired themes for the half term/period. We encourage the 

pupils to think about Christianity and a range of religious beliefs to develop their knowledge and 

understanding of the world by helping them to gain understanding and attach value to their own and 

other people’s beliefs and culture. 

Key Stage 1  

Children begin a more in-depth understanding of the lives of Bible characters, recognising the way 

spiritual values are portrayed within the life of Jesus and the lives of other prominent personalities 

and stories throughout the Old and the New Testament. This is reinforced with discussions on ethical 

issues at a level the children can understand. Children are also introduced to other ways of worshiping 

at this level learning some of their practices, beliefs and celebrations together with understanding of 

non-religious approaches to life. 

Key Stage 2  

Further Bible stories continue throughout the first part of the stage, expanding on earlier 

introductions, leading into more abstract areas of religious thought at the later stage of development. 

Children are further exposed to other world religions, specifically those of Jewish/Islamic origin, noting 

similarities and differences with Christianity, and understanding the place of each in our own and 

world communities.  

KS2 children will engage in studying other aforementioned religions gaining knowledge of the 

practices, beliefs, rituals and celebrations, alongside understanding of non-religious approaches to 

life. 

IMPACT 

In Stanborough Primary Religious Education will involve the process of personal development and 

emerging/ changing views.  Because of this it would make it quite difficult to formally assess all but 



the ability of children to recall facts and to be able to express a view about what has been studied in 

religious education classes. 

We assess progress of pupils against the end of key stage statements Rising Stars  

Assessment is built into our programmes of work.  

●Pupils evaluate their own learning about and through religion using the school’s own materials.  

● Teachers use on-going assessment in the classroom for R.E. (eg through use of questioning)  

● Pupils in KS1 and KS2 are assessed against their learning intentions from Rising Stars.  

● Pupils in EYFS are assessed against relevant sections of the Early Years Outcomes and the Early 

Learning Goals in the summer term.  

 

 We will report annually to parents on individual pupil’s achievement relative to their year group 

expectations.  

 

ENQUIRIES AND QUESTIONS  

The school welcomes enquiries or questions about RE. In the first instance, parents should contact 

their child’s class teacher. 

 

In our school, religious education is central to the curriculum and it is at the heart of the philosophy 

of Adventist Education.  It should be accorded the same status and taught with the same rigour as the 

core subjects of the National Curriculum. 

It is open to inspection and assessment by public examination and at the Adventist church 

administrative level. At Stanborough Primary Religious Education will be taught with the same 

commitment as any other subject. 

It is likely that a teacher may have their own religious beliefs.  The teaching of RE in Stanborough 

Primary will follow the guidelines of the SDA church.  The teaching of RE will not be used to indoctrinate 

or challenge children’s faith/ beliefs.  Teachers, will be sensitive about the language that they use 

swapping “I go to church on” to “Christians go to church on Sabbath or Sunday” 
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